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ABSTRACT:

The Imperial Garden in the Forbidden City stands as a remarkable ex-
ample of a flat garden, and is the largest among the four surviving gar-
dens in the complex. Constructed in 1420 during the Yongle reign of the
Ming dynasty, it has witnessed numerous alterations and renovations
commissioned by emperors from Ming and Qing dynasties, resulting in
changes to its landscape. With reference to historical documents, impe-
rial poetry and the old photographs of the Qing palace, this paper exam-
ines the historical evolution of the imperial garden, studies the vegeta-
tion present during different historical periods, analyzes the distinctive
landscape features of the Imperial Garden, and proposes restoration of

certain historical vegetation.
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