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Zhao Lihong

ABSTRACT:

During the Qianlong Emperor’s reign in the Qing Dynasty, the Impe-
rial Workshop of the Inner Court made a lot of archaistic ink-stones.
Some of them were modeled after those mentioned in the Su Dongpo’s
Record of Ink-stones, some after the Gao Lian’s Record of Ink-stones of
the Ming Dynasty, and others after ink-stones in their collection, such
as those made of stone, chengni clay, and copper, the latter being able to
be heated with fire below. Most of them had sample drawings to follow.
They are archaistic not only in form and design but also in name, some
being called Song ink-stones but actually made in the Qing Dynasty. The
archaistic ink-stone was not covered in previous research. This paper, re-
lying on files of the Imperial Workshop of the Qing court and the items
in our collection, carried out a preliminary exploration of shaogu (mak-
ing artificial inclusions through firing), zuojiu (antique finishing), trans-
formation and other producing methods of archaistic ink-stones during

the Qianlong Emperor’s reign.
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