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ABSTRACT:

Sweeping the Elephant is one of the most popular theme for Buddhist re-
ligious paintings in the Ming (1368-1644) and the Qing (1644-1911) dy-
nasties. After collecting Sweeping the Elephant by the late Ming painter
Ding Yunpeng (1547 —after 1628), the Qianlong Emperor (r. 1736-1795)
had the painting repeatedly copied by court painters including Ding
Guanpeng and Yao Wenhan. As for Sweeping the Elephant by the royal
painter Ding Guanpeng and The Qianlong Emperor Viewing a Scroll of
Painting by the Jesuit missionary painter Giuseppe Castiglione (Chinese
name Lang Shining, 1688-1766) collected in the Palace Museum, they
were innovative reinvention of Ding Yunpeng’s work and falls into the
category of the Qianlong Emperor’s imperial portrait. Based on records
of the archive of the Hall of Fulfilled Wishes (Ruyi guan) and the inscrip-
tions on the scroll, the article combs the Qianlong Emperor’s order for
the painting of Sweeping the Elephant, explores the creators of the two
paintings and the dating of The Qianlong Emperor Viewing a Scroll of
Painting by taking into consideration both the representation and the in-
stitution of court painting in the Qianlong reign. Through the interpre-
tation of the inscription eulogizing Sweeping the Elephant, the author

also analyzes the religious connotation of the two paintings.
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