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ABSTRACT:

Plants are key element of a classical Chinese garden. They are also a pri-
mary source for building the ambience of a garden. Based on the survey
of plants at the site of the Garden of Establishing Happiness (Jianfugong
huayuan) before it was reconstructed, a close looking up of clues in im-
perial poem collections by the Qianlong (r. 1736-1795), Jiaqing (r. 1796-
1820), and Daoguang (r. 1821-1850) emperors as well as other relevant
historical documents, the author examines the botanical landscape at
each palatial courtyard in the Garden back in the Qing times (1644-
1911), analyzes the original installation of the plants and deciphers their
hidden meanings in creating the ambience of the Garden. The accumu-
lated lake rocks in the Garden complementing the plants add a touch of
natural wildness to the Garden, while those horizontal plaques and cou-
plets bearing inscriptions lauding the scenery found everywhere in the
architecture accentuate the joy of garden experience. Together they cre-

ate a lyric ambience beyond words.
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