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ABSTRACT:

Nanjing served as capital for regimes during the Six Dynasties era during
the periods from the Three Kingdoms (220-280CE), Jin dynasty (265—
420CE), to the Southern and Northern Dynasties (420-589CE). A large
number of tomb inscriptions were found in burial sites of the aristo-
crats. Analysis of these inscriptions in terms of content, formats, liter-
ary forms, and calligraphy styles indicates that they underwent a pro-
cess of evolutionary transformation in various aspects — from primitive
simplicity to thoroughness in terms of content, from a diversity of for-
mats to uniformity, from simple, unadorned way of expression towards
ornate use of language, from “carving (the inscription) into the brick/
stone for the record)” to the fixed pattern of “beginning with record
(zhi) and ending with epitaph (ming)”, and from the use of clerical script
to regular script. It was during this period that the complete format of
tomb inscription was set, blazing the trail for its further development af-
ter the Tang (618-907CE) and the Song (960-1279CE) periods and pre-
paring the ground for such writing to be recognized as a distinctive lit-

erary format.

KEYWORDS:
tomb inscriptions of the Six Dynasties era, content and format, literary

form and calligraphy style, feature analysis
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