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ABSTRACT:

In a time span of three centuries, the stature of the four 17th century
landscape painting masters, or the “Four Wangs”, rose and fell. A topic
that has been talked much about in the history of fine arts provides a
reasonable opportunity for studying these four painters in modern and
contemporary perspective. In 1945, against the public campaign to re-
pudiate the oeuvre of the Four Wangs, Mr. Wen Zhaotong made the first
objective and fair appraisal of the “Four Wangs”. Mr. Cai Xingyi’s pub-
lication “Onthe ‘Four Wangs’” (Siwang lunbian) in the 1980s made him
the first person to rightly analyze and scientifically study the paintings of
the four masters after the Opening Policy and Reform was implemented.
In 1992, the international symposium on the Four Wangs’s works held
by Shanghai Painting and Calligraphy Publishing House was a great syn-
thesis, which featured comprebensive and systematic study of the four
masters’ art. Based on the previous scholarship, subsequent studies were
undertaken in an all-embracing way. The recent decade witnesses no-
table interdisciplinary and cross-cultural studies concerning the “Four
Wangs”. Indeed, the study of the “Four Wangs” needs to be extended
to the study of the direct visual imagery, and to be dedicated to the ex-
amination of the visual structure or the painting composition inherited
fromtheir predecessors, so as to develop arigorous and systematic meth-
od for style analysis. Simply focusing on the presentation of the natural
landscape or “the art of art history” will give rise to relativism and cul-

tural obedience.
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