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Sen-oku Bronze Vessels
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Wang Ying

ABSTRACT:

The cultural communication between China and Japan has a long his-
tory. It witnesses frequent artifact exchange between the two nations.
Although Japan has collected a large number of Chinese arts in the pre-
contemporary era, it was not until the Meiji period (1868-1912) that
those that represent achievement of orthodox Chinese art, including an-
cient bronze ware, ceramics from imperial kilns, and Northern Song
dynasty (960-1127) landscape paintings, entered Japan. It expands
gradually and eventually constitutes Japan’s collection of contempo-
rary Chinese art. The article reviews the acquisition process of Sen-oku
bronze vessels—which typifies Japan’s Chinese art collection in the mid
and late Meiji period, elaborates Chinese art collection of Japan at the
time, and tries to discuss the Japanese society’s transformation of art
connoisseurship and views on collection, and the influence the transfor-
mation has cast.
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