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Comparison of the Ming and Qing-dynasty Tiles on the Roof of the Forbidden

City’s Southwestern Corner Tower
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ABSTRACT:

With the renovation of roof tiles of the Forbidden City’s southwestern
corner tower as a case study, the article reviews the details of the past
corner tower renovations and explores the material, color, shape, style,
and craftsmanship of part of the Ming-dynasty tiles still in use on the
corner tower. Through comparative analysis, it is possible to distinguish
the differences between the Ming and Qing-dynasty tiles. The distinc-

tions help to better preserve and renovate historical architecture.
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