The Study of Jade Objects for Ritual Use in Early Ming Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

In early Ming dynasty, Han Chinese native rule was restored. The
government referred to records of ancient rites while compiling and
revising a set of rites befitting the dynasty. Extant and excavated
jade objects reveal that in the early Ming dynasty jade was primarily
used in rites. Those commonly found are ceremonial jade belts and
pendants, seals, albums carved with posthumous titles, “gui” tablets (a
jade plaque indicating the bestowal of title and status), and other jade
accessories decorating hats and attire according to sumptuary laws.
The establishment of the practice of jade use for ritual purposes in early
Ming dynasty laid the foundation for the tradition of the use of jade in
the dynasty, and established practices for both the Ming dynasty and
the succeeding Qing dynasty. It also has value in further studies of the
Ming dynasty political system, officialdom, and dress codes.
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