On Textbooks for Qing Dynasty Imperial Sons: An Examination of Teaching

Materials in the Qing Imperial Palace
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ABSTRACT:

The supreme rulers of the Qing dynasty educated and trained their
sons and grandsons in a strict manner to develop their characters and
learning. The Qing imperial family adopted an education approach
stricter than those applied to average aristocratic children, founded
“The Imperial Study” as the palace school, appointed the best tutors
and mentors, and endorsed teaching materials for the imperial sons
and grandsons. This article focuses on the imperial palace collection of
books, discusses such issues as how the textbooks were chosen, which
books emperors commissioned for compilation as teaching materials,

and the special procedures of the compiling.
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