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ABSTRACT

Beautifying streets was an important part of the birthday celebrations
of an emperor or empress dowager in the Qing dynasty (1644-1911).
Since the Kangxi period (1662-1722), the Qing empire held grand birth-
day celebrations for five imperial figures. Both sides of the streets lead-
ing from imperial resorts in the western part of the capital to the impe-
rial palace in the center of the city were lavishly decorated. The article
collates the routes, events, materials, and expenditures for imperial
birthday street-beautification projects of the Qing dynasty, and exam-
ines the motives and attitudes of the Qing emperors and dowagers to-
wards the projects. It also argues that beautifying streets for the impe-
rial birthday celebrations reveals the imperial family’s fondness for the
overambitiously grandiose. The decorations were mere illusion that rul-
ers used to comfort themselves. It was their effort to present a false ap-

pearance of peace and prosperity.
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