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ABSTRACT:

From the latter half of the 20" century, the waning of epigraphic studies has
seen a decline in the transmission and collection of rubbings. In this paper,
the author provides an analysis and discussion of the definition, use, trans-
mission and historic role of the skills of making rubbings, arguing that it is a
unique craft. By seeing rubbings as a unique and collectible art, their trans-
mission is dependent on the craft and in the past reflected a scholarly con-

noisseurship that embodied a unique lifestyle and cultural tradition.
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